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Esther’s Choice (Esther 2:19 ​– 5:2)

Main Point: God is sovereign. He is in control of all things.
Key Verse: The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord. He directs it like a stream of water anywhere He pleases. – Proverbs 21:1
Materials: A simple puzzle
Hands on Application
· Say: Have you ever been a part of a big job without knowing what the “big picture” was? For example, maybe you had a job to do in a project at school, except you didn’t know what the whole project would be when it was finished. Sometimes, this can be very frustrating. It can be hard to stay focused on something when you aren’t even sure what that something is. It can be like trying to put together a puzzle without knowing what the puzzle looks like!

· Say: Today we’re going to try to do this. Without letting them see the picture on the box, give the puzzle pieces to the students for them to try to solve. Okay, let’s get started! See if you can figure out the puzzle. Give the students a few minutes to try. When they decide they cannot do it, say: What’s that? You can’t do it? Why? What’s wrong? They don’t know what the puzzle is supposed to be. Of course! Nobody could be expected to put together a puzzle without knowing what it was supposed to look like! But, I have the picture here with me. If I give you instructions, do you think you could put the puzzle together then? Describe the puzzle and give instructions on how to assemble the puzzle.
Group Discussion

· Say: So why were you able to solve the puzzle after I started helping? Because you knew what the puzzle looked like; you could see the “big picture.” Exactly! I knew how the puzzle was supposed to be. When you trusted and followed my directions, you were able to solve the puzzle!

· Say: This is a lot like the situation Esther was in. God, as always, had His master plan for what was going to happen in Esther’s life and He knew exactly how things would go, but Esther did not. Without a doubt, it was not easy for Esther to make the brave and faith-filled choices she made. Think back to our puzzle. How did you feel while you were trying to solve the puzzle on your own? Frustrated, confused, helpless. Even while she trusted God, Esther must have felt like this at times. But Esther always acted according to God’s master plan. Because she made the choices that went with God’s plan, she was able to make the extremely brave choice to go see the king, Xerxes, uninvited. This decision could have meant her death! God would not let this happen, however, and He, according to His sovereign plan, protected Esther from Xerxes anger. Just like Esther, we must always remember that the safest place we can be is in the center of God’s will!

Conversation with God (Prayer)

Ask God to help each student to always be in the center of God’s plan and that they will always remember that He is sovereign and will protect them!
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